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provides transportation. Motor highways
give access to famous and beautiful lakes and
parks in the vicinity. Population, about
1,000.
BANGALORE, ban ga lor', india, a forti-
fied town in the native state of Mysore, the
principal military headquarters of the Brit-
ish in that district. Bangalore is an attrac-
tive town, with beautiful botanical gardens
and imposing public buildings. It is an ex-
ceptionally healthful place because of its
elevation, lying 3,000 feet above the sea. Of
special interest are several European schools,
including the Central College of the province,
and the palace of the maharaja. Cotton
cloths and woolens are manufactured in
Bangalore. Population in 1931, 306,365.
BANGr'KOK, the capital of the kingdom
of Siam and its leading commercial city. It
lies in a low region, on islands and on both
banks of the Menam River, about twenty-five
miles from the sea. Over a fourth of the
people live in floating houses. That part of
the town containing the royal palaces has fine
residences, walks and drives. The older part
of the town is surrounded by a high wall six
miles in length. Bangkok is noted for the
number and beauty of its Buddhist temples.
While much of the city's commerce is by
water, there are now steam and electric lines.
Most of the city is electric-lighted. The popu-
lation in 1932 was 930,000; of these about
200,000 were Chinese, in whose hands centers
much of the business of the town.
BANGOR, ban'gawr, me., the county seat
of Penobseot County, at the head of naviga-
tion on the Penobscot River, with a dock and
water frontage of three miles. The foreign
commerce of the city is over $12,000 a day,
and the domestic trade is heavy. There are
foundries, machine shops, and manufactories
of paper, stoves, trunks, etc. The lumber
trade is possibly the most important factor
in the city's prosperity. The Bangor Theo-
logical Seminary (Congregational) was
founded in 1816 j the city also has the state
university law school, the state insane asylum
and the Eastern Maine general hospital. The
city suffered from a severe fire in 1911; since
then, a new custom house and a new library
have been built.
Bangor was first settled as Kenduskeag
Plantation in 1769; from 1787 to 1791 it was
known as Sunbury, since which time it has
borne its present name. Population, 1920,
25,948; in 1930, 28,749.
 BANGS, john kendrick (1862-1922), an
American editor and novelist, who is fa-
vorably known for his genial humor and
breezy style. He is a native of Yonkers, N. Y.
After graduating at Columbia College Bangs
studied law, but soon turned to literature,
and published his first story in 1886. There-
after he wrote industriously, and was on the
editorial staff of Life, Harper's Magazine
and other periodicals. Since 1910 he has been
a popular lecturer. His published works in-
clude Tiddledyivinks Tales, Three Weeks in
Politics, Mr. Bonaparte of Corsica, The
Bicyclers, A Houseboat on the Styx, Ghosts
I Have Met, The Enchanted Typewriter,
The Idiot at Home, Over the Plum Pudding,
Foothills of Parnassus and From Pillar to
Post (1916).
BANGWEO'LO, the southernmost of the
great lake reservoirs of the Congo, discovered
by Livingstone in 1868. It is an oval-shaped,
shallow sheet of water, said to be 150 miles
in length from east to west and about seventy-
five miles in width, but its exact limits are
uncertain. Henry M. Stanley visited this
lake in 1876, on his expedition across Africa.
Its area is about 1,150 square miles. It has
no commercial importance.
BANISHMENT, a form of punishment
by which the offender is sent out of his own
country, or is abandoned to strangers or to
his enemies. In modern times Russia, Turkey
and some of the South American republics
have resorted to banishment to punish po-
litical offenders; after the Russian revolu-
tion of 1917 thousands of Russians who had
been banished to Siberia returned home. The
French custom of sending criminals to a penal
colony in French Guiana is a form of banish-
ment. Though the United States has deported
or excluded from the country undesirable
aliens, the practice of sending away to other
countries citizens who have transgressed the
law has always been deemed unconstitutional.
BAN'JO, a five- to nine-stringed musical
instrument, with a body like a tambourine
and a neck like a guitar. It is played by stop-
ping the strings with the fingers of the left
hand and twitching or striking them with
the fingers of the right. The banjo is a
popular instrument with those who enjoy
music in quick time, and is a special favorite
among negroes.
BANK OF ENGLAND, See banks aot
bakiotg, subhead System in England and
France.

